
October 2017 Issue 

THE ACHIEVER 

POPPY CAMPAIGN 

 

It is that time of year again to help support our Veterans by supporting 

our Poppy Campaign.  You can show your support in many different 

ways.  Firstly, wear a poppy to show your support.  Secondly, volunteer 

to assist with the campaign as you pledged when you became a  

member of the legion.  Last year Branch 375, with the assistance of our 

two Air Cadet Squadrons, raised over $70,000 to assist our veterans 

and local charities. 

Branch 375 requires your assistance again this year.  We require  

taggers on 3 and 4 Nov 2017.  We also require a few drivers that can  

assist with distributing our poppy’s on 27 Oct.  If you are able to assist 

please come into the Legion and sign up and show your support to our 

veterans.  Any assistance will not be turned down.  Come one, come all. 

 



  

Paul Ducharme MSM 

This month we would like to start honouring our members who have contributed 

greatly to the Legion and especially to Branch 375 but who are not veterans. We would 

like to begin with Comrade Paul Ducharme. Paul joined the Legion in 1972 and has 

been a faithful, hardworking member of this branch ever since. 

 

Paul has served in many capacities. His service includes 8 years as President. He also 

served as First Vice President, Sports Officer, Bar Chairman and, possibly, most  

importantly, Poppy Chairman. During his years of service Paul also took on the  

responsibility for Sunnybrook Hospital, visitation, musical dates and Remembrance 

Veterans Luncheon. Paul’s service was not limited to the branch. He was Zone E2 

Sports, Chairman and Sunnybrook Co-ordinator. 

 

During Paul’s tenure as President Richmond Hill began to name streets after Veterans. 

He arranged for Jeeps to transport veterans taking part in the annual service of  

remembrance. Paul contracted with a group of ballroom dancers to rent our banquet 

hall. He also brought in top entertainment several times over the past few years.  

 

In addition to his duties with the Legion Paul contributed to the community by serving 

as Chair for the York Region Seniors Games and was involved in Pee Wee Ball  

Tournaments. Paul’s Legion honours include Life Member since 1993 and Meritorious  

Service Medal in 2000. 

 

Thank you Comrade for your longstanding, 

and ongoing commitment to the Legion, its 

values and members and most especially this 

branch. Well done. 

  

 



Bursary Program 

The Bursary Program is designed to assist those students who enter post  
secondary school of education.  It is funded through Ontario Command and 
Ladies Auxiliary.  The money is raised  through poppy tagging and other  
activities such as bingo, break open tickets, banquets and other branch  
activities.  An amount of $750 has been approved by Ontario Command for 
the  current year.  These bursaries are awarded on a needs only basis.  That is 
to say that the student must show a need for extra funding. 

 
To be eligible for Bursary Funds, the student must be enrolled in a post  
secondary school and be the child or grandchild of a war veteran, be an  
associate member of a branch of the R.C.L. or the child of an associate  
member, be a member of the Ladies Auxiliary of a Branch of the R.C.L. of 
the child or grandchild.  Motion was approved to include step children and 
step grandchildren where applicable . 

 
Students are required to make application to the Ontario Student Assistance 
Program (OSAP) in order to be eligible for financial consideration under the 
Bursary Program 

 
It is the student's responsibility to make sure the application is complete and 
all proper information is attached to the application.   This must be mailed or 
delivered directly to Ontario Command.  The address is at the bottom of the 
application form. 

 
Scholastic year is considered to be September 1 to August 23 of the following 
year.  Faxed or photocopied applications will not be accepted.  Please submit 
originals only.  Only the branch President, Membership Chair or the Branch 
Secretary are authorized to sign the form. 

Membership Renewal 

It is that time of year again to renew your membership.  

The new plastic cards are in and are available for pick 

up after you have completed your renewal.  Also for more 

convenience members may also renew online at  

https://portal.legion.ca/login.  The cost for renewal this 

year is $55 and $50 for seniors. 

 

If you have any questions about membership please  

contact the Branch Membership Chair Comrade Greg 

Beros. 



Come Visit Us: 

Location:  

Royal Canadian Legion Branch 

375 

233 Centre St. East 

Richmond Hill, ON L4C 9V9 

Contact: 

Phone: 905.884.7030 

Fax: 905.884.0983 

Email: office@legion375.ca 

Website: www.rcl375.ca 

 

Office Hours: 

Tues to Fri 9am to 12pm 

Bar Hours: 

Sun & Mon Closed 

Tues 4pm to 6pm 

Wed 2pm to 6pm 

Thurs 3pm to Midnight 

Fri 2pm to Midnight 

Sat 2pm to 6pm 

Addendum  

Executive at Large 

Bev Ducharme– Bursary 

Mary West– Sports 

Upcoming Events 

General Meeting - 16 Oct 2017 

Halloween Dance - 27 Oct 2017 

Poppy Campaign Begins - 27 Oct 2017 

Remembrance Day Parade – 5 Nov 2017 

 

12 OCTOBER 1916 
Soldiers from the Newfoundland Regiment capture the 

German defences at Hilt Trench in less than half an hour. 

So closely did the men keep up to the curtain of their  

artillery barrage that several became casualties from the 

shrapnel of their own supporting guns. 

13 OCTOBER 1944 
Known as Black Friday, the Black Watch launches a  

daylight attack over 1,200 yards of beet fields. Every one 

of the unit’s company commanders are killed or wounded. 


