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The Achiever
BRANCH
ELECTIONS
Sunday May 7th, 2017
Branch elections will be held on Sunday May 7th, 2017 at 13:00hrs, 1pm
for all others. Please ensure you have your current Legion membership
card with you as you will be required to produce it. The current nominations are posted at the Legion for your viewing. Remember come out and
vote to help support your Branch and let your voice be heard. If you have
any questions please contact an executive member.

Come Visit Us:
Location:
Royal Canadian Legion
Branch 375
233 Centre St. East
Richmond Hill, ON
L4C 9V9
Contact:
Phone: 905.884.7030

Fax: 905.884.0983
Email:
office@legion375.ca
Website: www.rcl375.ca
Office Hours:

Tues to Fri 9am to
12pm
Bar Hours:

Mon to Fri: 11:30 am to
7pm
Kitchen Hours:

Mon to Fri: 12 to 6pm

We Shall Keep The Faith
Moina Michael wrote ‘We Shall Keep The Faith’ in response to her
reading of McCrae’s ‘We Shall Not Sleep’/In Flanders Fields’:
Oh! You who sleep in Flanders Fields,
Sleep sweet– to rise anew!
We caught the torch you threw

And holding high, we keep the Faith
With All who died.

We cherish, too, the poppy red
That grows on fields where valor led;
It seems to signal to the skies
That blood of hero’s never dies,
But lends a lustre to the red

Of the flower that blooms above the dead
In Flanders Fields.

And now the Torch and Poppy Red
We wear in honor of our dead.
Fear not that ye have died for naught;
We’ll teach the lesson that ye wrought
In Flanders Fields.

In Flanders Fields we fought.

The Battle of Vimy Ridge
The Battle of Vimy Ridge began on Easter Monday, April 9, 1917. Regiments from coast to coast
saw action together in a distinctly Canadian triumph, helping create a new stronger sense of

Canadian identity in our country. Canada’s military achievements during the war raised our
international stature and helped earn us a separate signature on the Treaty of Versailles that
ended the First World War.
Richmond Hill’s own 127th (12th York Rangers) Battalion, Canadian Expeditionary Force, upon
arrival in France they were rebranded the 2nd Battalion Canadian Railway Troops, was in

support of the Battle of Vimy Ridge in the construction of railway lines to deliver much needed
supplies and soldiers to the front lines. Richmond Hill can be proud of the contribution made
by the 127th in the “War to End All Wars”.

Richmond Hill Platoon 127th (12th Rangers)
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The Vimy Oaks
In the course of the battle on Vimy Ridge, nearly every tree and plant in the once-forested area had been destroyed.
After the Battle on the Ridge was won, many soldiers realized that they had been part of something truly great. A
Canadian soldier, Lieutenant Leslie Miller, from Milliken, ON, looked around for a souvenir from the Ridge. What he
found was a half buried English oak tree and with the instinct of a tree farmer, he gathered up a handful of acorns
from around this fallen tree and sent them home to his family with instructions to plant them. In 1919 Lieutenant
Miller returned to Canada, was given a 25 acre section of his father’s Scarborough farm and he transplanted the
oaks along the borders of his woodlot. He named his farm “The Vimy Oaks”. Today, ten of these majestic oaks from
those original acorns still thrive today in the same but smaller woodlot on the property of The Scarborough Chinese
Baptist Church.
Ottawa resident Monty McDonald, worked on Miller’s farm when he was a boy and was a long time friend. He is
the Founder and President of the Vimy Oaks Legacy Corporation and the leader of the volunteer project team
working to repatriate saplings from these original Vimy Oaks back to Vimy Ridge. Although there have been many
setbacks with this repatriation project such as the lack of acorns and an oak disease in France, the plan is still in
place and firmer than ever. Thankfully last fall, the Vimy Oaks produced huge quantities of acorns. Hundreds of
these acorns were shipped directly to France and they are now sprouting. The seedlings are not mature enough to
plant yet and the ground isn't ready as a crew is still searching for unexploded ordnance in the area set aside for the
trees.
In the meantime, the Vimy Oak saplings continue to grow at a nursery in Dundas Ontario and they have been made
available to Legion Branches and other organizations. The Vimy Oak we are planting today is not only the first one
to be planted in Richmond Hill, but the first one in all of York Region.
This Vimy Oak is planted in lasting memory and great appreciation for all those Canadians who bravely fought and
sacrificed their lives during the Battle of Vimy Ridge 100 years ago. May this tree also serve to remind us of the
sacrifices all members of our Canadian armed forces have made during all conflicts and continue to make today.

The planting of Branch 375’s very own Vimy Oak on 8 April 2017
accompanied by the raising our new flag pole. Pictured here are our
Royal Canadian Air Cadets and officers of 8 and 778 Sqn. Thank you for
your assistance on a very special day. Special thanks goes out to Russ
Horner our Special Events Coordinator who arranged this special event.

