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Message from the President 

 

Financially we have turned the corner where we have a healthy bank balance 
and have received our funds from our Federal Government 150 Infrastructure 
Grant for $65,500. Additional money is required to complete our projects due 
to the limitations from the grant on the amount we can spend on each  
project. We will be having a building improvement funding drive and going 
out to the community and corporate sponsors for the funding. Our sports are 
going strong and well supported and during the summer months we play 
cards, shuffleboard and snooker. Our hall rentals are slow for the summer 
and we have enlisted the assistance of a special events coordinator to find 
ways to increase the hall rentals. 
 

The Ladies Auxiliary held their elections in early June and at that time none of 
the members would accept the position as President. Due to these circum-
stances the Ladies Auxiliary are in the process of surrendering their Charter. 
The LA members are all Legion members and will still support the Legion 
where possible. 

 

The Legion Seniors Club have also had to disband due to lack of support and 
members.  The Poppy Chairman has had to resign due to health reasons and I 
would like to thank Paul for all his hard work and dedication and ensuring we 
always had a successful campaign, the President will assume the Chair until a 
replacement is found. 
 

On a positive note our membership is holding steady and we are attracting 
new members who are willing to assist with different duties. We support two 
different Air Cadet Squadrons which has over 300 cadets. We also have a new 
Branch 375 Facebook page where members and Cadets are posting pictures 
of the different events we are hosting or participating in, which gives us more 
exposure to the community. We have published our 2nd new Newsletter and 
have received positive results from our members. 
 

Respectfully submitted 
Julian West 
President 

 

 

 

 

Significant 

Dates in  

Military  

History 
     
   17/2/1939 
 

   The Royal Canadian Air  
   Force receives its first  
   Delivery of Hawker Hurricane 
   fighters, intended to replace  
   severely outdated aircraft of 
   the time. 
 
  

   30/5/1939 

   King George VI presented his 
   Colours to the RCN in Beacon 
   Hill Park, Victoria, B. C. 
 
 

    26/8/1939 

    Royal Canadian Air Force 
    squadrons begin moving to  
    their wartime operational  
    stations. 
 
 

    15/4/1940 

    No. 1 Initial Training School  
    is opened in Toronto to  
    provide the first training for  
   British Commonwealth Air  
   Training Plan students. 
 

   29/4/1940 
   No. 1 Air Navigation School  
   was formed at Trenton,  
   Ontario, to provide navigation 
   training for British  
   Commonwealth Air Training 
   Plan students. 
 

   29/4/1940 

   Aircrew applicants gather in 
   Toronto to receive instruction 
   for the first British  
  Commonwealth Air Training 
  Plan course. 

Warriors Day Parade 



 

A British General had sent some of his men off to fight for their country in 

the Falkland Island Crisis. Upon returning to England from the South 

American island, three soldiers that had distinguished themselves in 

battle were summoned to the General’s office. “Since we weren’t  

actually at war,” the General began, “I can’t give out any medals. We did, 

however, want to let each of you know your efforts were appreciated. 

What we’ve decided to do is to let each of you choose two points on your 

body. You will be given two pounds sterling for each inch of distance  

between those parts. We’ll start on the left, boys, so what’ll it be?”  

Soldier 1: “The tip of me head to me toes, sahr!” General: “Very good 

son, that’s 70 inches which comes to 140 pounds” Soldier 2: “The tip of 

the finger on one outstretched hand to the tip of the other, sir!” General: 

“Even better son, that’s 72 inches which comes to 144 pounds” Soldier 3: 

“The palm of me hand to the tip of me left pinky, sahr!” General: “That’s 

a strange but fair request, son! As the general begins the measurement: 

“What! Son, where is your left pinky?” Soldier 3: “Falkland Island, sahr!” 

Branch 375 will be hosting a  

seminar on September 12 from 7:00 

pm – 10:00 pm. The topic is 

“Understanding Operational Stress 

Injuries, Including PTSD” the  

presenter will be Jan Stroud. Jan is a 

social worker who has worked with 

servicemen and veterans at Camp 

Borden in the Barrie area.  The 

event is free of charge to anyone 

interested but space is limited to 

100 participants. 

REMINDER of the Legion General 

meeting on 6 September at 18:30hrs or 

6:30 pm.  This meeting is very  

IMPORTANT to the future of our branch 

and we need the participation of all our 

members.  Hope to see you there. 

 

Honours and Awards Ceremony will be 

held on Sunday, September 18th at 

1:00pm. All are welcome to attend. 

  

Significant 

Dates in  

Military  

History 

 
20/5/1940 

The formation of the 3rd  
Canadian Division is an-
nounced. 
 
 

1/12/1996 
A National Defence  
recovery team finds the  
remains of crew members of 
RCAF airplane KN 563  
declared missing over  
Burma in June 1945. 
 
 

2/10/1952 

HMCS Iroquois is hit in action 
by shore artillery batteries. 
Three men are killed, and ten 
wounded, becoming the only 
battle casualties suffered by 
the Royal Canadian Navy  
during the Korean conflict. 
 
 
 

26/10/1952 

HMCS CRUSADER  
destroys a North Korean  
supply train near Songjin: RCN 
gunners account for the  
destruction of eight enemy 
trains during the conflict. 
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The meat draws are  
continuing about one to 
two times per week and 

are  
going very well.   

 
Ways and Means have 
also donated $2000 to 

the  
Legion in April this 

year.   
 

This report respectfully  
submitted by Comrade  

Marie Burger. 

The Early Bird Renewal Campaign for 2017 will be commencing on Sep-
tember 1st and running until November 30th.  Please remember to renew 
your membership early to continue to enjoy the benefits of being a Le-
gion member.  The following renewal rates will apply during the cam-
paign: 
 
Seniors(65 & Over) $50.00 
Regular  $55.00 

Remember if you have any family or friends that may 
be interested in joining our Legion please give them 
an application form which are available at the bar.  
You do not have to be a veteran to join. This report 
respectfully submitted by Comrade Bev Ducharme. 

 
 

 
 
 

It is a pleasure to report that Comrade Terri has received permission from 
Provincial Command to proceed with a donation of a mobility scooter to an 
allied veteran, however, some conditions will have to be met prior to the  
donation. 
 
We are also moving ahead with our seminar on Understanding Operational 
Stress Injuries, including PTSD. The seminar is scheduled to take place on 
Monday, September 12, at 7:00pm until 10:00 pm.  We have also found a  
local donor who will be providing a light snack at intermission. This report  
respectfully submitted by Comrade Terri O’Connor. 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
The LA will be hosting a healthy aging and wellness day at the 
branch on September 22 from 10:00 am – 2:00 pm. There will be 
speakers and health providers in attendance. Participants will be 
able to purchase a light lunch. Comrade Terri asked that we ensure 
that our “Building Fund Thermometer” be ready to be hung in the 
hall to help generate donations.  This report respectfully  
submitted by Comrade Betty Cowden. 
 



Children in Oldenburg, Germany 1946 

It is with great pleasure to bring to our members a new feature to the news-
letter.  This will be the first in a series of short biographies profiling our 
Branch 375 veterans.  Thanks to Comrade Terri for conducting the inter-
views. 
 
Our first Branch veteran is Lloyd Dodgson.  The following is a short biography 
of his military career. 
 
Lloyd enlisted in 1942 with the Royal Canadian Army Medical Corps and 
attended Camp Borden and Aldershot England for his training.  In October 
1943 he was posted to #5 Field Hygiene Service 1st Division which led to an 
early deployment to the Canadian Army Mediterranean force.  Where en 
route to Sicily his convoy was attacked by German aircraft leading to a very 
tense night.  Various periods during deployment Lloyd was seconded to the 
21st British Light Field Ambulance.  While with the British he was charged 
with maintaining sanitary conditions in a POW camp. 
 
In 1945 the Canadians were withdrawn from Italy and Lloyd was sent to Bel-
gium and then onward to France.  When the war ended Lloyd volunteered 
for service in Germany where he served from June 1945 – 1946. 
 
Although Lloyd, was a member of the Royal Canadian Army Medical Corps, 
and was technically a non-combatant the following are the major battles in 
which he was involved. 

Invasion of Sicily, July 1943; 
Monte Cassino, Jan 1944; 
Belgium, September 1944; and 
Holland, 1944-45. 

 

Some of Lloyd’s worst memories are the lice infestation from German prison-
ers, where Lloyd instituted daily steam disinfestation of blankets to a malaria 
outbreak amongst his comrades where he established a program of mosqui-
to control in southern Italy.  Lloyd also toured Rome with a Catholic priest 
who took him to see a cave full of 350 decaying bodies.  These innocent civil-
ians had been executed as retribution for the killing of 35 German soldiers by 
non-military personnel.  To finally the interrogation of prisoners. 
 

Lloyd’s best memories were of meeting his brother and becoming assigned 
to the same group, even though rarely together.  Another memory is of as-
sisting Prisoner of War (POW) and even becoming friendly with some.  Lloyd 
also enjoyed some social life with residents of an Estonian Displaced Persons 
Camp.  He helped organize a Christmas party for the children with all the 
food coming from the Canadian larder; gifts of chocolate and treats were 
given to the children.  Finally, Lloyd had the opportunity to return to Apel-
doorn, Holland in 1990 for the 45th anniversary of the Liberation of Holland. 
 
Lloyd was honoured with the following military medals and awards: 

Canada 1939- 1945 Star; 
Canada Italy Star; 
Canada France and Germany Star; 
Canada Volunteer Service Medal; 
British Defence Medal; and 
British 1939- 1945 War Medal. 

 
Lloyd has been a member of the Royal Canadian Legion for over 23 years, 
since 1993. 

Come Visit Us: 

Location:  

Royal Canadian Legion Branch 375 

233 Centre St. East 

Richmond Hill, ON L4C 9V9 

Contact: 

Phone: 905.884.7030 

Fax: 905.884.0983 

Email: office@legion375.ca 

Website: www.rcl375.ca 
 

Office Hours: 

Tues to Fri 9am to 12pm 

Bar Hours: 

Sun & Mon Closed 

Tues 4pm to 6pm 

Wed 2pm to 6pm 

Thurs 3pm to Midnight 
Fri 2pm to Midnight 

Sat 2pm to 6pm 

Lloyd Dodgson  


